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To a Skylark (1820) — Percy Bysshe Shelley

I. Unpremeditated Art [stanza 1]

Hail to thee, blithe Spirit!

Bird thou never wert,

That from Heaven, or near it,

Pourest thy full heart

In profuse strains of unpremeditated art.

Heaven is Overflowed [stanza 6]

All the earth and air

With thy voice is loud.

As, when night is bare,

From one lonely cloud

The moon rains out her beams, and heaven is overflowed.

II. Harmonious Madness [stanza 21]

Teach me half the gladness

That thy brain must know,

Such harmonious madness

From my lips would flow

The world should listen then, as I am listening now!



PERFORMANCE NOTES

FLUTE
Pitch bends are to be prioritised over precise intonation; avoid altering the fundamental mid-phrase.

The performer might prefer to begin bar 11 (and similar passages with low fundamentals) from a lowered C-
natural, rather than the conventional B fingering.

Microtonal harmonics are rounded to the nearest quarter tone.

s.t. = slap tongue (ord. cancels)

MEZZO-SOPRANO

phoneme/phoneme = first phoneme refers to the grace note

————— > = Transition seamlessly from the first sound to the second.
1 = long consonant

x notehead = unpitched sound

i (week) k, g (kit, got) w (war)

1(pit) p> b (pen, but) 1 (let)

e (bet) t, d (tar, dip) n (nut)

« (bat) tf, d3 (chip, jar) 1(rip)

a (hard) f, v (far, van) j (yet)

o (put) s, z (sad, zoo) 1 (singing)

u (boot) 6, d (thin, the) § (she)

o (hoe) h, 3 (hot, genre) | (click: "tut’)

o (fork) [| (click: "tchick’)
o (dog) !(click: 'clip clop’)
5 ('schwa’)

CELLO

Resultant pitches of harmonics are notated on the small upper stave.
String numbers are prescribed throughout in order to produce a transposed score.
Bar 16 requires a trill between a stopped note and the notated harmonic.

s.p. = sul ponticello
s.t. = sul tasto



10 a Skylark was composed for Nina Whiteman, Alice Purton and Gavin Osborne of Trio Atem, to
be performed as part of the 2020-2021 Henfrey Prize at St Catherine's College, Oxford.

Duration: c. 8 minutes
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